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The Western Media Coverage of the War on Gaza from the Perspective of
Arab Journalists
Prepared by: Donia abdalbaset Abdullah Alzangnah
Supervised by: Dr. Hanan Kamel Al-Sheikh
Abstract

The study aimed to capture the perspectives of Arab media professionals regarding
Western media coverage of the war on Gaza and their understanding of how this coverage
is crafted and its role in shaping Western public opinion about the Gaza conflict.
Employing a descriptive approach, the study utilized in-depth interviews as a tool. It
focused on reviewing the general understanding among Arab media professionals about
the hypothesis of common trends or principles in this coverage and how they influence
the general view and public opinion of Western audiences. Furthermore, it examined the
Western discourse as a tool to influence Western public opinion, directing attention to
specific issues through persuasive and effective propaganda methods.

The study selected a group of Arab media professionals inside and outside the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan from October 7, 2023, to May 30, 2024, and conducted
interviews with them. The study yielded several key findings, including the clear Western
bias that emerged in the first six months of the Gaza war, where misleading language and
terms were used in reporting events. Western media primarily focused on "Hamas
attacks" and civilian casualties among "lIsraelis". There was diversity and variation in
Western media orientations towards the Gaza war, manifested across different media
institutions. Digital public diplomacy played a significant role in globally highlighting
facts through social media platforms, particularly Facebook, Twitter, and more recently
Instagram and TikTok, despite challenges in capturing and disseminating information
from areas under ““Israeli occupation”.

The study recommends enhancing media awareness among Arab audiences regarding
the characteristics and biases of Western media coverage of the Palestinian conflict,
through various Arab media outlets. It suggests using social media platforms effectively
to disseminate facts and analyses about Western coverage of the Gaza war, clarifying
biases and prejudices in this coverage. Furthermore, it advocates for conducting
specialized studies and research on Western media coverage of the Palestinian conflict
and intensifying efforts to communicate with Western audiences, elucidating Arab
perspectives on the Palestinian conflict through social media platforms and international
media outlets.

Keywords: "lIsraeli'" occupation, Palestinian resistance, Hamas, Gaza Strip,
Western media.
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